PROPOSED N2 WILD COAST TOLL HIGHWAY

ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT ASSESSMENT


MEETING ON THE DRAFT SCOPING REPORT: HARDING 
Venue:

Town Hall, Harding





Date: 

Friday 21 April 2006


Time:

14h00

	
	Issue/ Question/ Concern
	Raised by
	Response
	Respondent

	1
	Who pays you?
	Mr Bowles
	As is the case with any EIA in South Africa, the applicant must pay the consultants to undertake the EIA. In this EIA SANRAL is the applicant and is therefore paying the consultants. 
	Ms Graham

	2
	Who put together the presentation?
	Val Payn
	NMA put it together based on the information contained in the DSR. 
	Ms Graham

	3
	That presentation shows that the SANRAL alignment has been decided on and it’s a fait accompli. How can that be a fait accompli if this is the Draft Soping Report?
	Mark Gallagher
	The purpose of a scoping study is to screen the alignments. Based on the screening studies done by the independent specialists the Preferred Alignment was selected as the best alternative. Other alternatives in the greenfields section would be investigated if there were other suggestions.
	Ms Graham

	4
	Why are we limited to the greenfields section?
	Mark Gallagher
	I thought you were referring to the greenfields section. The study is not limited to the greenfields section.
	Ms Graham

	5
	I am concerned about your objectivity. The presentation is pro the toll road and SANRAL pays you. SANRAL comes to these meetings. How can you remain objective? 
	Mr Bowles
	SANRAL comes to meetings to answer technical questions that we may not be able to answer. Both consultants had to sign a declaration of independence before being awarded the contract. 
	Ms Graham

	6
	Why is it necessary to upgrade the Port Shepstone to Durban highway?
	Mr Belbin
	The N2 requires widening in each direction near Isipingo and Adams Road interchange must be upgraded to cope with traffic growth. There will also be asset preservation work. 
	Mr Ronny

	7
	But those upgrades are necessary anyway, whether the road is tolled or not.
	Mr Belbin
	Yes they are, but they would go further down on the list of priorities in terms of SANRAL’s budget. 
	Mr Ronny

	8
	If this road goes ahead, who is going to fence it? Who will maintain the fences and why isn’t this done here? The fence has never been replaced here. What is your policy on fencing?
	Mr Miles
	It will be the concessionaire’s responsibility. I can get you the policy on fencing. I’ll check on our maintenance contracts for this area. 
	Mr Ronny

	9
	The primary motivation as I understand it is to provide access to these coastal areas via a main arterial route. Why is the same not provided for Libode to the Kei cuttings? Why is it critical to go along the coast in Pondoland but not between Port St Johns and the Kei River?
	Mark Gallagher
	This question needs to be answered in the FSR.
	Ms Graham

	10
	How many off ramps will there be between Lusikisiki and Port Edward? 
	Val Payn
	This question needs to be answered in the FSR.
	Ms Graham

	11
	How many access points are there now between the Mthamvuna and Mzimvubu that go from the R61 down to the coast? 
	Mark Gallagher
	This question needs to be answered in the FSR.
	Ms Graham

	12
	What will the socio-economic impacts be for people who live between Port Shepstone and Durban?
	
	That will be looked at in the assessment phase. There will be a social, economic and tourism impact study. There is a lot of concern that it will limit tourism in the area. 
	Ms Graham

	13
	Is one of the purposes of the road to provide employment in the greenfields section or is it just to create a shorter route? Is it meant to open up that region to economic activity? 
	Cathy Kay
	One of the expected benefits of the project is the potential for improved economic development in the area. 
	Ms Graham

	14
	Please define over and underpasses. How many are there going to be?
	Val Payn
	An overpass is where you have a bridge over the freeway. An underpass is where you have a culvert underneath the road.  
	Mr Ronny

	15
	Are there going to be offramps to areas or just over and underpasses?
	Val Payn
	There will be intersections or interchanges with on and off ramps as well as over and underpasses. 
	Mr Ronny

	16
	Where do those offramps go to?
	Val Payn
	This question needs to be answered in the FSR
	Ms Graham

	17
	The Lubombo SDI claimed that it would create 15 000 jobs. That was a major exaggeration. It didn’t happen there and it won’t happen here. There will be no sustainable jobs created.
	Cathy Kay
	The difference with the Lubombo SDI was that the road was only resurfaced whereas there would be construction of a new road on the Wild Coast. 
	Mr Ronny

	18
	There will be ribbon development alongside the new sections of road. 
	Cathy Kay
	That has been identified as a key issue.
	Ms Graham

	19
	This road will be fenced and over and underpasses provided only every 5 to 10km, so communities will be fragmented. 
	Val Payn
	
	

	20
	Why is this road going to be built? If you are doing it to break the back of poverty in the area then you are going about it the wrong way. To break the back of poverty you need to upgrade the existing infrastructure.
	Cathy Kay
	
	

	21
	What will happen to the existing N2? 
	Mr Northard
	It will remain SANRAL’s responsibility and it will remain a national road. 
	Mr Ronny

	22
	Will we get a record of this meeting?
	Mr Bowles
	Yes, minutes will be produced and included in the FSR but we can send you a copy. 
	Ms Graham

	23
	There are a lot of businesses dependent on the through traffic in Harding, Kokstad etc. Will there be any compensation to those businesses?
	Mr Miles
	This has been identified as a key issue. Meetings were also held in other bypassed towns like Mount Frere and Mount Ayliff. We will be looking at those impacts in the assessment phase. 
	Ms Graham

	24
	Have there been any studies looking at how much traffic will be diverted onto the new road?
	Val Payn
	SANRAL has done traffic studies and there will be a traffic study in the EIA.
	Ms Graham

	25
	What will the designation of the existing N2 road be? It could become a provincial road. 
	Mark Gallagher
	It will remain a national road. 
Your concern has been heard in all of the towns along the existing N2 and it has been noted. 
	Mr Ronny
Ms Graham

	26
	Why is the R61 not being investigated further? If you take the R61 away from Bizana it will be crippling to them. That needs to be looked at. It’s a major flaw and can be legally contested. 
	Cathy Kay
	This question needs to be answered in the FSR.
	Ms Graham

	27
	Why were the coastal and SDI routes even looked at when they were thrown out at least 8 years ago?
	Cathy Kay
	This question needs to be answered in the FSR.
	

	28
	I don’t understand what you mean by communities having to be moved if the road already exists. (Inland Mzamba route) 
	Mr Bowles
	The existing road will need to be widened quite extensively and as such many houses would have to be moved. 
	Ms Graham

	29
	The other concern is that these specialist studies were desktop studies and it is disturbing that in the economic study a lot of things are just not being looked at. 
	Cathy Kay
	Noted.
	

	30
	Has rail been considered as an alternative?
	Cathy Kay
	It is not in the scope of this project. 
	Ms Graham

	31
	Nazir Alli made a public statement that if this road didn’t go ahead then the R61 would definitely not be maintained. That kind of public threat doesn’t go down well. 
	Cathy Kay
	Noted.
	

	32
	You can’t split the intent to toll and EIA processes. Without knowing the implications of tolling how can you measure the socio-economic impacts? 
	Val Payn. 
	We recognise the shortcomings but that is the legal framework we have to work within at the moment. A number of people have stated that they intend to challenge this but until it is challenged we have to work within this framework. 
	Ms Graham

	33
	How many meetings have you had so far?  What kind of reactions have you had? 
	Mr Bowles
	I myself have attended 29 meetings so far and the response is mixed depending on where you go. KZN is very negative, EC is very positive. 
	Ms Graham

	34
	Who supplied the financial information? If it was supplied by SANRAL I’m not sure how independent this study is? 
	Cathy Kay
	The economist did use SANRAL’s information.
	Ms Graham

	35
	Are the local people in Pondoland going to have the money to use the toll road? It is a very poor area. Are they really going to benefit from it?
	Mr Olivier
	Local user discounts will be offered but we recognise that this will need to be looked at in more detail.  
	Ms Graham

	36
	This road is just being built as a money making scheme. 
	Mr Olivier
	Noted.
	

	37
	Does the Wild Coast Consortium Bid still stand? 
	Cathy Kay
	The WCC will play no further part in the project unless it is approved. Then they will be able to tender for it like anyone else. SANRAL is the applicant for this EIA. 
	Ms Graham

	38
	How can any of the work from the previous assessment be used if it was thrown out because of lack of independence? 
	Val Payn
	We’ve drawn from the results of public input for this EIA and dropped the first round of public consultation.
	Ms Graham

	39
	What importance do you attach to these meetings in reaching a consensus?
	Mr Bowles
	All the issues have to be put into an issues and responses trail and have to be answered by SANRAL and CCA. This forms part of the FSR to be submitted to the authorities. 
	Ms Graham

	40
	The assessment of this EIA stated that it was quite clear that it wasn’t going to bring development and growth to the Eastern Cape. What are these economic benefits that everyone is claiming? 
	Cathy Kay
	SANRAL sees the road as bringing infrastructure necessary for development. It is not certain that it will bring benefits. That needs to be assessed. 
	Ms Graham

	41
	This should be a de novo process so the tendering and bidding should begin from scratch as well.
	Cathy Kay
	Noted.
	

	42
	The assessment states that there wasn’t sufficient public consultation so how can you say it was sufficient and base the DSR on that? 
	Cathy Kay
	We recognise the gaps and are filling them. We are doing a lot more than the previous consultants. This process gives space for other issues to go forward to the assessment phase. 
	Ms Graham

	43
	What process do you use to evaluate? What weighting is given to concerns from the public? 
	Mark Gallagher
	All stakeholders are given the same importance and issues will be assessed and given weightings in accordance with standard EIA conventions. It is then for DEAT to decide on the project. 
	Ms Graham

	44
	Where in the country have people been granted concessions and how much? SANRAL can equally withdraw concessions. 
	Val Payn
	There are concessions at the Verkeerdevlei plaza on the N1. People get a 65% discount. Discounts would be written into the contract if this goes ahead and changes would have to be approved by the Minister of Transport. 
	Mr Ronny

	45
	Is it morally justifiable to toll a road that is already paid for? What are the benefits to commuters between Port Edward and Durban? What justification is there to toll people who have already paid for it and who are taxed for it?
	Val Payn
	The Road will be upgraded in those areas. An extra lane is planned from Amanzimtoti and an upgrade of Adams Road interchange. The initial cost will be for construction in the EC but later in the concession the major cost will be in KZN. 
	Ms Graham

	46
	It’s the governments’ duty to maintain these roads. There is cross subsidisation happening. 
	
	Government has passed on that duty to SANRAL and SANRAL doesn’t have the necessary budget. 
	Ms Graham

	47
	Doesn’t SANRAL benefit from the fuel levy? 
	
	Historically yes, but now it goes to the central fiscus. Only a portion goes to SANRAL. 
	Ms Graham

	48
	If this road is to promote tourism isn’t the cart being put before the horse? Is there a plan for tourism development for that region? If not then why are we looking at this road? Look at tourism development first and then look at what kind of road is needed. 
	Val Payn
	We are looking at planning and development in the area as part of the assessment. We are also engaging with DEAT on the Proposed National Park. Your concern is noted.
	

	49
	If this is about tourism then you should be looking at upgrading the existing roads. 
	Cathy Kay
	Noted.
	

	50
	Why is tourism considered in the greenfields section and not in the Willowvale area? 
	Mark Gallagher
	This needs to be answered in the FSR.
	Ms Graham

	51
	SANRAL has made some mention of this being linked to bailing out the Coega development.
	Cathy Kay
	I know of no such link
	Ms Graham

	52
	How much money has been spent on this research so far? Who is funding all this work?
	Mr Bowles
	I really don’t know how much has been spent on this process. SANRAL is paying for this process. 
	Ms Graham

	53
	SANRAL says this has nothing to do with mining. There will be very heavy trucks on the road. 
	Cathy Kay
	We recognise that if there is a road it makes mining more viable. Mining is subject to its own EIA. The mining was not a motivation for the road. 
	Ms Graham

	54
	The SEA would have to be part of this EIA according to NEMA and that would have to address the mining issue. 
	Cathy Kay
	Noted.
	

	55
	If you don’t consider the mining and it does go ahead it’s going to impact on the road significantly and will lead to more maintenance having to be done. So it doesn’t seem like this has been thought through properly. 
	Mark Gallagher
	Noted.
	

	56
	When are you coming back again properly prepared? 
	Mr Bowles
	This is a frustrating process because a lot of the questions you are asking can only be answered after the specialist studies have been done. We will be back after those studies have been done to report on the findings of the Draft EIR. 
	Ms Graham

	57
	Why don’t we have public meetings here and in Port Edward? Are we not important enough?
	Mark Gallagher
	We are having meetings in both places. We note your concerns. 
	Ms Graham

	58
	This road will be railroaded through anyway. 
	Mr Bowles
	Noted
	

	59
	What guarantee is there that these specialist studies will be done?
	Val Payn
	Terms of Reference for these studies are in the DSR and will also be in the FSR for submission to DEAT. They will form part of the Plan of Study for EIA and will have to be undertaken otherwise DEAT will reject the application.
	Ms Graham

	60
	I am concerned that it was stated in the presentation that this was not set aside for environmental reasons. In fact there were serious environmental considerations and that is misleading. 
	Cathy Kay
	I’m sorry you feel that way. It was certainly not our intention to be misleading. We will look into it. 
	Ms Graham

	61
	Is this not an abuse of the whole system? The first one was thrown out. Now you can look at what the gaps are and fix them so it’s less likely to be dismissed. 
	Mr Bowles
	We are taking this process much further than the previous EIA to address many issues that were not addressed previously. 
	Ms Graham

	62
	This should start from scratch, including the decisions on the route through the greenfields section. There was never any public consultation to decide on the route through the greenfields section. 
	Cathy Kay
	Noted. 
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